46                        CHJRLES GIDE
self-contained groups, independent settlements or com-
munities, which would be able to employ all the working
energy of their members and would be, if not entirely
self-supporting, at least able to dispense with all but a
minimum of trade with the outside world. The creation
of small independent microcosms was the dream of all
social theorists and Socialists in the late eighteenth and
the early nineteenth century, not to mention still earlier
periods. It was a sort of harmless mania which afflicted
not a few men who interpreted too literally the Utopian
teaching of their masters and set out to found Communist
settlements in Paraguay, in Argentina, in Northern
Africa. Such an aberration was of little moment to the
State, since the disciples of the scheme alone suffered
from its defects. The harmlessness of these enthusiasms,
viewed in historical perspective, throws into greater
relief the excesses and errors of the Marxist doctrine
which directly inspired the Bolshevik experiment and
has created in every industrial country a feeling of class
conflict which is no doubt to some extent in the nature
of things when it is not emphasised and exalted to the
detriment of the whole social fabric.
The Utopia of Thomas More (1516), the City of the
Sun described by Campanella about 1607, the Phalanstery
of Fourier (1829) and the Icaria of Cabet (1840), none
of which passed beyond the stage of idealistic dreamings,
were in many respects closely related to the New Harmony
Settlement which was established in 1825 by Robert
Owen in Indiana, U.S.A., but which survived only for a
few years. A^rt from certain details, these brilliant
imaginative structures had no practical value in actual
experience, and in this respect Owen's dreams may be
said to have been completely out of touch with reality.
On the other hand, he has an infinitely greater claim to
feme as the precursor of industrial and labour legislation;
his preaching fired the imagination of the workers
throughout the first half of the nineteenth century, and
many of his disciples founded workers* producing asso-
cktbns and sometimes even, like the Equitable Pioneers